
St. Colman’s Parish Council Meeting 

April 30, 2019 

6:30pm 

Parish Center Conference Room 

 

Present: Fr. William Hahn, Fr. Sean Dooley, Marsha Arnold, Pat Berryhill, Melissa Garland, 

Nick Garland, Tina Garland, Kathy Henry.  Absent: Dan Stahl.  
 

I. Father Hahn opened the meeting with prayer. 

II. Old Business 

a. Vision discussion:  Father Hahn continued the discussion on finding the vision for 

St. Colman Parish.  Reviewed the mission of the Parish Council.  Revisited the 

strengths of the parish.   

i. Fr. Hahn has been praying about the council and what direction we need to 

go.  Fight to the death for truth and the Lord God will do battle for you is 

a message Fr. Hahn kept getting from the Lord this day as a focus for this 

Council.  Throughout his prayers, God keeps saying to him “offense”… 

He wants a church of “offense”. 

ii. What does the church have to offer?  Truth is another word for being as 

well as beauty…goodness.. unity.  Everything that comes from God has 

truth, unity, beauty and goodness. Fight to the death for unity…. Fight to 

the death for goodness… Fight to the death for goodness… Fight to the 

death for beauty.  Everyone seeks unity.  Everyone seeks goodness.  

Everyone seeks truth.  Everyone seeks unity.  The adjectives we have 

identified with St. Colman fall into unity… goodness… beauty… truth…. 

iii. How do we build on what’s good here and continue to cultivate the 

culture? 

iv. As we moved forward,  “What is our parish needing?”  “What do they 

need help with?”  What are the main threats to the church?  We have 

different demographics within the church; so how do we serve them? 

v. Families of newly baptized kids 

vi. Divorced Catholics 

vii. Widows and widowers 

viii. Empty-nesters 

ix. Possibly have something on Sunday mornings concurrent with PSR to 

maximize families’ time. 

x. Use FORMED as a resource 

xi. Identify a core group of parents to begin 

xii. ACTION ITEM:  Father Hahn asked the group to keep thinking about 

what the offense looks like.  He wants the council to read Forming 

Intentional Disciples this summer.  Most members had the book.  Tina will 

order more as needed.   

xiii. Our love for the Lord is what attracts people. 

xiv. Karl Rahner, theologian in the 60’s, “The Christin in the 21st century will 

either be a mystic or not at all.”  Being a mystic in the sense of deep 

prayer because he could see the animosity between culture and faith was 

going to grow and that if we are not grounded in the spiritual relationship 



of Jesus Christ it isn’t going to last.  The east and west coasts are already 

in this state.  

b. Parish Council Nominations:  Dan and Kathy will leave the Council (unless re-

selected).  Nomination period will run from May 11 – May 26.  Selection will be 

held the weekend of Pentecost.  ACTION ITEM:  Members are asked to nominate 

others to the council. 

c. Fair Booth Planning:  Tina signed the contract for our booth space.  No further 

discussion since Dan was not present. 

d. Parish Picnic Planning:  Picnic is scheduled for July 28.  We will be able to use 

food left from the fair like we did two years ago.  Discussion followed that the 

way sides were collected last year worked better than the year before.  We were 

able to get a better balance and variety.  ACTION ITEM:  Tina and Marsha will 

take the lead on this. 

e. Summer Lantern Articles:  the next issue of the Lantern will be sent this summer.  

Ideas included: 

i. Brett on his first year in the priesthood 

ii. Knights follow up on the fish frys 

iii. LIFE Pregnancy follow up on the movie UNPLANNED since they had a 

really good turn out 

iv. Fr. Dooley will submit an article 

v. Deacon Reed  

vi. Highlight of the seniors if Stephanie is willing to collect the information. 

vii. Windows continued 

III. New Business 

a. Scarecrow Festival:  Discussion on whether the booth is a good use of our time 

(and the time of our volunteers).  Fr. Hahn says he leans on not having it.  All 

council members agreed.  Decision was made not to participate in the Scarecrow 

Festival this year and focus the energy in the fall on the Oktoberfest scheduled for 

October 19. 

b. Procedure Document for fair booth, Octoberfest:  no discussion since Dan is not 

present. 

IV. Pastor Report 

a. Father reported was have a new bishop!  Bishop Brennan seems to be “priest 

focused” and wants to have a great social media presence.  He should be great for 

vocations.  He currently is visiting parishes who do not have Confirmation this 

year so that he can visit all parishes this year one way or another.  Father said not 

to be surprised if he calls up one day asking to come and celebrate Mass that 

weekend. 

b. Tower doors are supposed to be replaced late May. 

c. Work on the windows in the church addition will begin next week.   

V. Committee Report Discussion 

a. Father Hahn stressed the importance of council members collecting reports prior 

to the meeting so that we can stay informed on the organizations within the 

Parish. 

b. Food Pantry needs help unloading trucks two days a week and to distribute food 

on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  



c. Second Chance is still in the process of getting up and running.  Their focus is to 

help the abused and the homeless.  It is a place to do laundry, hangout, eat, etc. 

during the day.  It will close at night. 

VI. Next meeting:  June 25 @ 6:15 in the Parish Center Conference Room. 

VII. Father Hahn closed the meeting with the Glory Be. 


